




December 2014 
Christmas Day is over - the silver paperknife has been a 

success. 

 

January 2014 
The question has been asked... What comes next? 

 

February 2014 
The suggestion was made: Could we find a stick 

barometer? It was swiftly agreed. The hunt was on! 

. . . 
This little book is everything we managed to find: 

Remember, there are plenty of gaps in the story: This is 

not for want of looking, but just because... well, we 

couldn't find out every last detail.  

 

But this is what we could find.... 



Louis Caminada, 

glassblower, seeks new 

opportunities... 



Louis leaves his native Italy for the growing economy of northern 
England - the Ancoats district of Manchester to be precise. We know 
he continues in the business of glassblowing and making 
barometers... over 25 glassblowing factories will be set up in the 
area during the 1800s. Our knowledge of Louis is pretty limited, 
beyond his glassblowing skill, an occasional trip to Ireland... and two 
sons: 

Ancoats is still known 

in Manchester as ‘Little 

Italy’, it was a popular 

destination for skilled 

immigrant labour. 

Caminada’s 

glassblowing skills 

would have been based 

somewhere on this 

contemporary map. 

One of the two sons - Francis - 
becomes a cabinet maker. Francis in 
turn has a son - Jerome - looking Italian 
speaking with a Lancashire accent. It's 
believed that Jerome, who was a 
policeman, was the basis for the 
character of Sherlock Holmes. Our 
focus turns to the elder son: Peter. 
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Young Peter Caminada moved, at some stage in the early 1800s from 
the North West to the South West - Taunton, possibly to start a new 
business in an area well-known for its large Roman Catholic 
population. Thanks to information on Alan Walker's website, we 
know that Peter Caminada was making his own barometers in the 
area by 1820. By 1821, he must have been an established member of 
the community, acting as godfather to a baby girl, Johanna 
Goodman. Unfortunately, that's just about all we know about him, so 
at this point, both he and one particular barometer fade from view... 

Right place, wrong time: This is 

Taunton High Street. Caminada’s 

shop was somewhere here, but we 

can’t identify the precise building. 

Right time, wrong place: This 

is a view of Taunton, at 

around the same time as 

Peter’s arrival. The High Street 

is away to  the end of the 

arcade of building in the 

centre of this picture. 
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So around ninety years later, a Mr 
W T Daw leaves his Great 
Western Railway position at 
Frome Railway station. To 
commemorate the event, he’s 
presented with a barometer now 
reappearing in sight – it’s already 
an antique by this stage.  Mr Daw 
will be travelling in the opposite 
direction to Peter Caminada 
century earlier: he's heading 
North... 
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Taken in 1930, this is a 

picture of the staff  of 

Frome Railway station. 

Some of these people 

must surely have 

contributed towards Mr. 

Daw’s leaving gift! 

Frome Station, around the 

time of Mr. Daw’s departure. 



These days, Lye Railway Station is 
just a tatty little stop in the West 
Midlands. Of the Goods Yard that 
stood next to it, where Mr Daw went to 
work, almost nothing remains. 
There's just the remains of a 
weighing platform in the car park, and 
the only other thing we could identify 
was a barometer that Mr Daw must 
have proudly brought with him... and 
once more, it disappears from sight 
for another hundred years or so… 
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This warehouse is built 

where the Goods Agency 

was located. 

All we could find of the 

agency is this plate, 

where the weighing 

station was... and your 

barometer! 



Although it was only spotted 
retrospectively in April, we 
found out that the barometer 
reappeared, via a path we will 
never be able to identify, at 
the Denhams auction house. 
And then promptly 
disappears again as a sale. 
But this time, it only vanishes 
for a few months.... 

This rather dull metal shed is 

Denhams, where the barometer 

reappeared after 98 years. 
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An anxiously determined 
Clive and Simon drive up to 
Jacobs & Hunt auctioneers, 
to bid in person for the 
barometer. The decision 
has been taken, the bids 
are going in, the final home 
for the barometer will be… 

 

Petersfie
ld 

Gosport 

Anco
ats 

Taunton 

Frome 

Lye
 

Horsham 

Jacobs and Hunt in 

Petersfield. Established 

purveyors of quality 

meteorological devices to 

the discerning gentry. 

Going once... 

Going twice... 

Sold! To the two impossibly 

handsome men in the back 

row. 
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Happy Christmas 

with lots of love 

from Clive, Philip, and Simon! 



 The map of ‘Little Italy’ was found via a University of Portsmouth database of maps. The one shown is an early 19th 
Century Ordnance Survey Map owned by the National Libraries of Scotland site: http://maps.nls.uk/view/102344087 

 Details regarding Peter’s famous nephew as the source of inspiration for Sherlock Holmes came from the Daily 
Telegraph  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/10700558/Has-the-real-Sherlock-Holmes-been-
deduced.html and from the Google Books project https://books.google.co.uk/books?
id=Y5q8EJGBzhAC&pg=PA66&dq=jerome+caminada&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CCgQ6AEwADgKahUKEwjC2tfRruLHAhVQR
9sKHSVSAEk#v=onepage&q=jerome%20caminada&f=false 

 Alan Walker’s website proved useful in helping to dating your barometer - he has previously sold work by Peter 
Caminada : http://www.alanwalker-barometers.com/antique-barometers/d/peter-caminada-taunton-early-19th
-century-inlaid-mahogany-stick-barometer/139547/ 

 The 19th century engraving of Taunton is based on a print that was sold by rareoldprints.com here http://
www.rareoldprints.com/county/Somerset?opendocument&town=Taunton 

 The modern image of Taunton High Street was found via the Google Maps application. 

 Peter Caminada’s responsibility as a godparent came from a website created by one Martin Southwood: http://
www.wsom.org.uk/Registers/TNSGBap18061850.htm which in turn sourced information from the Taunton Catholic 
Church. 

 Locating Peter Caminada’s shop in the High Street came courtesy of “It’s About Time”, an antique clock specialist 
based in Westcliff-On-Sea (Essex). They have another Peter Caminada for sale here: http://
www.antiqueclock.co.uk/items/barometers/StickBarometerbyP.CaminadaofTaunton.html#.VewjBRFVhHy 

 The photograph of the station staff was provided by the “Frome Society for Local Study” https://
www.historypin.org/attach/uid57925/map/#!/geo:51.227008,-2.310256/zoom:19/dialog:281996/tab:details/ 

 The station approach came from a similar source https://www.historypin.org/attach/uid57925/map/#!/
geo:51.227209,-2.310568/zoom:19/tags: Frome/dialog:271370/tab:details/ 

 There is a trainspotter’s dream at http://www.railaroundbirmingham.co.uk/Stations/lye.php, detailing everything 
you would ever conceivably want to know about Lye Weighing Station. The photo of the  warehouse built on the 
weighing station site was from Google Maps. 

 The photo of the Denhams tin shed came from the Google Photos website. The logo comes from Denham’s own 
website: http://denhams.com/ 

 The photo of Jacobs and Hunt was found via the Google Maps application. The copy of the auction catalogue was 
scanned in by Simon on his computer. 

 The photo of the three lads and a barometer was taken in East Street by Ella Davey on 01/23/4567. 

 This entire book, and all references, can be found online at www.pompeypanda.com 


